
 
May 4, 2020 
 
Dear Caesar Rodney School District Families, 

     I hope this message finds you all safe and well. As we enter our fourth week of remote learning, I want to take a moment to recognize our teachers and 
paraprofessionals during National Teacher Appreciation Week. I think we can all agree that these have been challenging times. But with the ingenuity and 
flexibility that our teachers and paras have demonstrated, along with the support of our parents, remote learning is working. Can it replace in person instruction and 
the individual attention that our students have received in the past? No, but it has allowed us to develop new ways of teaching and connecting with students. 

I also want to thank all those that reached out after hearing that attendance was being taken. We were able to identify students in need of a device or connectivity. 
We also discovered that there are those parents that preferred to have their children do their work through the use of paper and pencil. Regardless of the means or 
methods our goal is to reach all of our students and to continue to support them on their educational journey. 

On Wednesday May 6th our teachers will begin introducing some new concepts to our students. Should you have any questions or if you are still experiencing 
difficulty with connectivity please make your child’s teacher aware or call your child’s school. There are also resources to support our parents on our website and 
we are working on establishing a Parent Hotline for instruction related questions. As soon as that becomes operational you will be notified. 

Below are some additional “Frequently Asked Questions.” 

Stay well and safe, we will all get through this, 

Sincerely,  

Kevin R. Fitzgerald  

Kevin R. Fitzgerald, Ed.D.  

Superintendent 

 

 



1. How will final grades be calculated? Will new learning affect my final grade? 

At our secondary schools, during the duration of remote  learning, students will have the opportunity to earn up to 100 points in Schoology based on their effort 
and meaningful engagement with their courses.  The number of points they earn in Schoology will determine what will be added to their final 3rd MP grade in 
eSchool. The final 3rd marking period grade will calculate as their final second semester average.  This will then be averaged with the first semester grade for a 
final grade.  No final exams will be given. 

For students earning between 92 – 100 points, 4 points will be added to the 3rd MP grade. 

For students earning between 85 – 91 points, 3 points will be added to the 3rd MP grade. 

For students earning between 75 – 84 points, 2 points will be added to the 3rd MP grade. 

For students earning between 70 – 74 points, 1 point will be added to the 3rd MP grade. 

For students earning less than 70 points, 0 points will be added to the 3rd MP grade. 

 At our elementary schools, students will be provided specific feedback on the work students complete.  Students have the opportunity to turn in any missing 
assignments to their teacher to receive credit for it in the third marking period.  At the end of the year, the first three marking periods will be averaged together 
for a final grade. 

For families who are unable to participate in remote learning and are working through  paper/pencil packets, the teachers will contact the family 1 – 2 times / 
week to provide additional support. 

2. When will the 3rd Marking Period close? 

We will remain in the 3rd MP for the remainder of the year.  

3. Will school start on time in the fall? 

We hope so! Currently schools are still scheduled to start on August 26th. 



4. Has attendance been kept since Remote Learning started? What happens if you miss a class? 

Class attendance has been taken to see which students were able to connect and to determine how many students we still needed to help with 
devices, internet connectivity and paper pencil packets. Students will not be penalized for missing a class. We are just trying to make sure that we 
are supporting all of our students the best way possible. Beginning May 6th we will be teaching new content, so it will be important that students 
participate in one of the daily learning opportunities to ensure they are getting the new material.  

5. If we lose connectivity during a class, will we be allowed back on the current class?  

Yes. The teachers will have the ability to go back and unlock to let a student in if they are dropped out of the class due to connectivity.  

6. What if a student has a very high A (97-100) for 3rd MP?  If they earn points for the 4th MP that would take them above 100, do they earn 
a 100 or can they go higher for the semester? 

Final semester grades will not exceed 100 percent.  

7. How will attendance be taken during Remote Learning?  

Attendance will be taken beginning Tuesday, April 28th and Wednesday, April 29th to determine the number of students that we are currently able to reach. 
Attendance will be determined by students actively participating in live Zoom sessions, checking in after watching a prerecorded Zoom session, by answering a 
worksheet on Schoology assignment or through contact made through a phone call home by the teacher. 

8. How will the district determine what concepts need to be provided to ensure students are prepared for promotion?  

A pause will be taken on Thursday and Friday, April 30th and May 1st so teachers can be given additional training and can discuss and plan for what essential 
concepts need to be introduced to students as they progress to the next grade. 



9. My child may not be able to participate in all of the sessions? Will the district take into account my child’s ability to access lessons during these 
unprecedented times? 

 A determination will be made as to how to best assess student understanding of the concepts and to reward participation and effort – without penalizing those 
students who are unable to participate. For families who request paper / pencil activities, teachers will contact families to ensure they are receiving the necessary 
support to complete the assignment.  Building principals are currently working on how to celebrate students who are participating.  

10. I have multiple children with limited access to devices? Are there any suggestions as to how I can manage getting their assignments completed?  

We certainly understand the challenges that both parents and students face. Teachers are being instructed to provide ample time for students to complete any 
assignment. Should a student experience any difficulty in meeting the timeline they should contact their teacher. 

11. How will the district address concepts not provided this school year?  

The 2020-21 school year will begin with a review and introduction of concepts from the 2019-20 school year. 
 

12. When will the district begin the 4th marking period? 

The district will end the school year with the 3rd marking period. This will provide time for students to make up any work and to provide continuity for students 
and teachers. 

13. How will 3rd marking period grades be computed?  

The 3rd marking period will represent a student’s second semester grade.  This will be averaged with their first semester grade to determine the final grade for 
each course. For semester classes, the 3rd marking period grade will be the semester grade.  

14. What happens to students who were scheduled for a new 4th marking period class?  

We are currently seeking guidance from the Delaware Department of Education regarding state mandated courses.  



15. I have a student who is a Senior. How does changes in the calendar affect them?  

Seniors last day will remain  May 29th, with graduation scheduled for June 6th. Dr. Kijowski will continue to share updates with Seniors in regard to end of  the 
year senior activities.   

16. When is the last day of school for students in grades K-11?  

K-11 students' last day remains June 16th. 

17. My child left things at school. How can they retrieve their items?  

Your child’s principal will contact you with the procedure for picking up your child’s belongings from school.  

 

  

 

 


